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Rosenberg Said to Confess to Informer 


■■ By William Chapman 
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Julius Rosenberg, who went 
to his death professing his 
innocence on spy charges, 
allegedly gave a detailed 
confession to a cellmate who 
turned out to he m FJBlt in- 
fohaer, according to Jtfctice 
Depertment do&unente. 

Rosenberg allegedly 
described in rich 
detail— named, dates, 
places— his record as a 
recruiter of spies. He 
allegedly ! talked of 
photographing stolen 
materials and of financing a 
business venture to be used for 
transmitting information. He 
reportedly told of secret 
}odmey8 to upstate New York 
to pick up material from an 
accomplice. 

The source for Rosenberg's 
alleged feilhmts? confession 
ha$ been hidden in govern- 
ment files for nearly a quarter 
of a century. His 
name— Jerome Eugene 
Tartakow— emerged inad- 
vertently when the Justice 
Department was forced 
recently toTeteiftadw^^ 
try 0 suit bought by theiiettsef 
Julius 

The Ro^enberga ywere 
executed In tins for con- 
spiracy > to commit 
eepiomg^rrangim to steal 
atomic secrets. The ease 


created an international 
uproar in the early ’50s, and 
their friends and relatives 
insist to this day they were 
framed by the government 

Their sons, Robert and 
Michael Meeropol, brought 
the freedom-of-information 
suit hoping to obtain evidence 
of the frame-up. Instead, the 
most sensational Information 
obtained bo far has been the 
revelation of an informer to 
whom Rosenberg allegedly 
described the espionage acts 
that he denied on the witness 
stand. ' 

Rosenborg was in the 
Federal House of Detention 
awaiting trial when h$ en- 
countered Tartakow, a con*, 
victed car thief. In a series qf 
meetings, which Tartakow : : Was 

reported to the FBI, Rosen- ■ 
berg allegedly told him of his 
espionage activities and 
named accomplices the 
government considered 
prosecuting later. 

The revelations are con- 
tained in Justice Department 
memoranda that refer to FBI 
Interviews of Tartakow. His 
name was supposed to hay* 


tiie Now York area, one unit 
being heedod by Rosenberg 
and the other unit by two other 
meit Rosenberg said one of 
these men was in Europe at 
the time of Rosenberg’s arrest 
(in 1051) and the other fled one 
week after his arrest ** 

Little is known of Tartakow, 
except that he had been 
sentenced in' 1049 for In- 
terstate transportation of 
stolen vehicles. The files do 
not indicate Why or when he 
became an FBI informer. It 
coukf «6t be learned whether 
hohrstillahve.’ •••- • 
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formant of unknown 
reliability'.. . .” It added that 
“while certain of the in- 
formation furnished by 
(TartWkbw) has been 
corrdbbrlted to some extent, 
them«JoritylM»not;■ ,, 
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(fedlt Wlft Xi mt possibility of 
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deabtfs a both Tartakow’* 
UMruhtfss and reliability. 
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are not talking about it. Peritti 
said be has found “con 
tradlctlons” and “conflicts of 
testimony that the govern 
ment had knowledge of” at tb* 
time of the trial. But he 
declined to identify any of 
those contradictions last 
week. 

With one exception, the 
Tartakow story so far appears 
only in Criminal Division 
memos referring to FBI in* 
terviews still concealed In the 
files. 

The exception is one page of 
an FBI Interview in which 
Tartakow reported that 
^Roshnberg had “seriously 
Considered” a plan to 1»- 
. -flltrafeflfeFBI. 

“He (Rosenberg) stated to 
an ^vvhffecLthis successfully, it 
u^re ^ I/rwmild ba accessary to cotv 
' ^^trataon ypung men while 
wey weri still in high school 
rjknd tad no ^ooqnpption with 
progressive attitudes 1 ,, tbs 
FBI account quotes Tartakow 
as saying. “He said to do this 
it would take a long, long time 
and much planning.” 
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